-----Original Message-----

From: Craig Hogan [mailto:hogan@u.washington.edu] 

Sent: Monday, September 22, 2003 7:03 PM

To: NSTC_RBM

Cc: Barbara Perry

Subject: Research Business Models: University of Washington perspective

This note is in response to the notice FR Doc. 03-19935.

Our university is the largest recipient of federal research grants 

among US public universities. Our activities are inextricably tied to 

federal research funding; indeed, federal grants on our campus exceed 

all sources revenue for educational purposes. Therefore, your 

Subcommittee on Research Business Models is of great interest and 

importance to us.

The categories of information you summarize--- accountability, 

regulatory requirements, etc.---  are all issues that we deal with 

frequently. There are many complex and interlocking arrangements that 

have evolved over the years in response to federal practices.  While we 

welcome reform, it is also important to recognize that major steps in 

such a complex system will  have many unintended consequences and 

should be approached in a very deliberate and careful way: "first do no 

harm".  A much broader and deeper approach will be needed than is 

possible with the regional meeting approach described in the Federal 

Register. Those meetings are good, but should be a prelude to a 

detailed collaborative design period for any proposed reforms. I would 

suggest that active research institutions such as ours be included in 

the detailed design, either individually or through organizations such 

as the AAU.

One of the great achievements of our federal research apparatus, with 

all its faults, is its ability to find and fund the highest quality 

programs, relatively unencumbered by political agendas. The tradition 

of competitive peer-reviewed science funding at research universities 

has served our country well by advancing excellent research in many 

areas.  It is important that this quality not be sacrified to  

efficiency.
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