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Background.

In order to be fully responsive to the OSTP Memorandum dated January 4th, 2005, that requires agencies to permit identification of multiple Principal Investigators on awards made under Federal research and research-related programs, and the associated Federal Register implementation notice
, NSF has developed the following implementation strategy and plan.
As background, NSF has permitted identification of multiple investigators on proposals submitted to the Foundation since 1963.
  Since that time, NSF has made continual improvements to both its policy and procedural requirements relating to identification of multiple investigators.  In addition, NSF has enhanced its corporate electronic systems to facilitate both greater access to information, as well as acknowledgement of NSF support in both award notices and our abstracts databases.  Finally, NSF has developed an innovative electronic proposal mechanism for use by our proposer community in development and submission of separately submitted collaborative proposals, thus providing the ability to accommodate PIs at different institutions.  

The requisite elements of our Multiple PI Implementation Plan are as follows:

1. Statement of what constitutes a Principal Investigator 
NSF currently defines Principal Investigator as, "(co) Principal Investigator(s) -- the individual(s) designated by the grantee and approved by NSF who will be responsible for the scientific or technical direction of the project.  If more than one, the first one listed will have primary responsibility for the project and the submission of reports." (Reference: NSF Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures Guide, Part, 1: Grant Proposal Guide (GPG), Exhibit II-7.)

Upon consideration of the PI definition specified in the Multiple PI Federal Register Notice, NSF has modified its definition of PI, which will be incorporated into the upcoming issuance of the NSF Proposal & Award Policies & Procedures Guide, to read as follows:


(co) Principal Investigator(s) -- the individual(s) designated by the grantee, and approved by NSF, who will be responsible for the scientific or technical direction of the project.  NSF does not infer any distinction in scientific stature among multiple PIs, whether referred to as PI or co-PI.  If more than one, the first one listed will serve as the contact PI, with whom all communications between NSF program officials and the project relating to the scientific, technical, and budgetary aspects of the project should take place.  The PI and any identified co-PIs, however, will be jointly responsible for submission of the requisite project reports.

NSF believes that this revised definition is more consistent with the spirit and intent of that specified by OSTP.

2.
Designation of Contact PI

For purposes of NSF, the individual designated as the Principal Investigator will serve as the Contact PI.  

3.
Application instructions for listing more than one PI

NSF’s existing proposal preparation requirements provide instructions for listing more than one PI.  As noted above, however, once the first PI is identified, additional PIs are identified as co-PIs.  There may be a maximum of one PI and up to four co-PIs identified on proposals submitted to NSF.  
4.
PIs at Different Institutions

NSF’s existing proposal preparation requirements accommodates the ability to identify Principal Investigators located at different institutions through use of our collaborative proposal process.
  A collaborative proposal is one in which investigators from two or more organizations wish to collaborate on a unified research project.  

Collaborative proposals may be submitted to NSF in one of two methods: as a single proposal, in which a single award is being requested (with subawards administered by the lead organization); or by simultaneous submission of proposals from different organizations, with each organization requesting a separate award.  In either case, the lead organization's proposal must contain all of the requisite sections as a single package to be provided to reviewers (this happens automatically when procedures below are followed).  All collaborative proposals must clearly describe the roles to be played by the other organizations, specify the managerial arrangements, and explain the advantages of the multi-organizational effort within the project description. 

Specific instructions for each type of collaborative proposal are included below:

Submission of a single proposal

The single proposal method allows investigators from two or more organizations who have developed an integrated research project to submit a single, focused proposal.  A single investigator bears primary responsibility for the administration of the grant and discussions with NSF, and, at the discretion of the organizations involved, investigators from any of the participating organizations may be designated as co-PIs.

Simultaneous submission of proposals from different organizations

In many instances, simultaneous submission of proposals that contain the same project description from each organization might be appropriate.  For these proposals, the project title must begin with the words "Collaborative Research:" The lead organization's submission will include a proposal Cover Sheet, project summary, project description, references cited, biographical sketches, budgets and budget justification, current and pending support, and facilities, equipment and other resources for their organization. Non-lead organization submissions will include all of the above for their organization except the project summary, project description, and references cited which are the same for all collaborating organizations. 

5.
Access to Award and Review Information

Currently, all PIs and co-PIs have access to both review and award information for their submitted proposals.  
6.
Access to Public Data Systems

Information regarding NSF funded projects (including the names of Principal Investigators, any co-Principal Investigators and their institutions) can be found be searching the “Award Search and Funding Trends” module of the NSF FastLane system (www.fastlane.nsf.gov) or the Research Spending and Results module of Research.gov (www.research.gov).  
� Reference Federal Register Notice Vol. 72, No. 184, pages 54257-54260


� Reference Grants for Scientific Research (NSF 63-27) dated June, 1963, page 7


�This capability, however, is at the discretion of the proposing institution.  
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